May 5, 2010

The Honorable Jan Brewer

Governor of Arizona

1700 West Washington

Phoenix, AZ 85007

Dear Governor Brewer, 

We are writing today on behalf of the National Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce® to share our disappointment with the Arizona State Senate in their passage of Senate Bill 1070, and in your office for signing this disenfranchising and thoroughly un-American piece of legislation into Arizona law.  As a member of the Uniting American Families Business Coalition, we must share our extreme dismay at a piece of legislation that so clearly targets a community that is so often disregarded as warranting positive attention and concern.
The NGLCC is the business advocate and direct link between lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) business owners, corporations and government.  The NGLCC represents the interests of more than 1.4 million LGBT-owned businesses in the United States and is the umbrella organization for 61 state, local and international LGBT chambers of commerce and business organizations – including LGBT chambers of commerce in Phoenix and Tucson.

Prejudice and racial profiling are incredibly disruptive to many communities – including business communities.  While your intent may have been good in signing Senate Bill 1070 into law, the outcome will undoubtedly be negative on the business communities and communities at large in the state of Arizona.  Because of this unsuitable environment, we must inform you that we will unfortunately be pulling the state of Arizona out of consideration for any of the NGLCC’s future conventions, including the National Business and Leadership Conference. This conference brings together hundreds of LGBT business owners, professionals and community leaders to discuss best practices and business growth opportunities.  Until your state repeals Senate Bill 1070, the economic boon brought to any community that hosts our National Conference will not be possible in Arizona.  We have informed the leaders of the Greater Phoenix GLBT Chamber of Commerce and the Tucson GLBT Chamber, as well as many of the Convention and Visitors Bureaus that we have had long-standing and positive relationships with of this decision.

We hope that you will reconsider your support of this legislation, and urge you to allow the state of Arizona to become a beacon of business opportunity and not of closed borders to the entire United States, and to all Americans.

Sincerely,

Justin G. Nelson



Chance Mitchell

Co-Founder & President


Co-Founder & CEO

